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Statement of Faith for Tokyo Kerusso School of Theology
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Prolegomena
TOGETHER WITH THE CHURCH IN ALL AGES,

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God,
Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who, for us humans and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried; and the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on
the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead; whose kingdom
shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And we believe in one Holy Universal and Apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins, and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
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Concerning the Scriptures

We believe that the Bible, specifically the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the New Testament, in
its original writing, is the written Word of God; that it was written by men divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure
of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for
its matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of
the world, the true center of Christian union, and the only sufficient, certain and authoritative rule of all saving
knowledge, faith, and Obedience.
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Concerning God

There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being, the Creator,
Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other perfections. God is a most
pure spirit without body, parts, or passions. God is immutable, immense, eternal, and incomprehensible. God is
all-powerful and all-knowing, and His perfect knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and future, including
the future decisions of His free creatures. His Sovereign rule is not limited to a particular time, space, or people. To
Him, we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of
Himself; and is alone in and unto Himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which He has made,
nor deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting His own glory in, by, unto, and upon them; He is the alone
foundation of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom, are all things. The eternal triune God reveals
Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, equal in every divine perfection and without division of nature,



essence, being, will, or external action; yet each having distinct personal attributes and offices in the great work of

redemption.
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Concerning Christ

We believe that Jesus Christ is the one and only Eternal Son of God who is not created but has existed from eternity.
In His incarnation as Jesus Christ, He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly
revealed and did the will of God, taking upon Himself human nature with its demands and necessities and
identifying Himself completely with mankind, yet without sin. He lived a perfect life, and in His substitutionary
death on the cross, He made provision for the redemption of men from sin. He was raised from the dead with a
glorified body and appeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion. He ascended
into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God, where He is the One Mediator, fully God, fully man, in
whose Person is effected the reconciliation between God and man. He will return in power and glory to judge the
world and to consummate His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all believers as the living and ever-present
Lord.
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Concerning the Holy Spirit

We believe the Holy Spirit, being fully divine, exists eternally in perfect union with God the Father and God the
Son. He inspired holy men of old to write the Scriptures. Through illumination, He enables men to understand truth.
He exalts Christ. He convicts men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the Saviour and effects
regeneration. He cultivates Christian character, comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual gifts by which they
serve God through His church. He guarantees the believer that God will bring him into the fullness of the stature of
Christ. He enlightens and empowers the believer and the church in worship, evangelism, and service.
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Concerning the Fall of Man

We believe that Man was created in holiness, under the law of his Maker; God created Man in his own image, and
originally free from sin; but through the temptation of Satan, Man voluntarily transgressed the command of God and
fell from that holy and happy state; in consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but
choice; being by nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclined to evil; and
therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse.
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Concerning God’s Purpose of Grace

We believe that Election is the gracious purpose of God, not because of foreseen merit in them, but because of His
mere mercy in Christ, according to which He regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent
with the free agency of man and comprehends all the means in connection with the end. It is the glorious display of
God’s sovereign goodness and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It utterly excludes boasting, and promotes
humility, love, prayer, praise, trust in God, and active imitation of his free mercy; that it encourages the use of means
in the highest degree; that it may be ascertained by its effects in all who truly believe the Gospel; that it is the
foundation of Christian assurance

All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ and sanctified by His Spirit will never
fall away from the state of grace but shall persevere to the end. Believers may fall into sin through neglect and
temptation, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring reproach on the cause of
Christ and temporal judgments on themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation.
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Concerning Regeneration

Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby believers become new creatures in Christ Jesus. It
is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds in repentance
toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Concerning Repentance and Faith

We believe that Repentance and Faith are sacred duties, and also inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the
regenerating Spirit of God; that Repentance is a grace, wherein a person being deeply convinced by the Holy Spirit
of his guilt, danger, and helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, turns to God with unfeigned contrition,
humbles himself with godly sorrow, and commits to walk before God so as to please Him in all things; and that
saving Faith is also a grace, whereby a person believes, on God’s authority, whatsoever is revealed in His Word
Concerning Christ, accepting, relying, and resting upon Him alone for justification and eternal life.
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Concerning Justification

We believe that Justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal of sinners wherein He removes our guilt and
reconciles us to Himself; that it is bestowed through faith alone in Jesus Christ, not in consideration of anything
wrought in us or done by us, but solely on account of His substitutionary death on the cross, and on the basis of His
perfect righteousness, which is freely imputed to us by God; and that it brings us into a state of most blessed peace
and favor with God, and secures every other blessing needful for time and eternity.
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Concerning the Freeness of Salvation

We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to
accept them by faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, but his own inherent
depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel.
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Concerning Sanctification

We believe that Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set apart to
God’s purposes and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity through the presence and power of
the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should continue throughout the regenerate person’s life.
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Concerning the Church

We believe that Christians are to associate themselves into particular churches, according to Christ’s commandment,
that a visible church of Christ is a congregation of baptized believers, bound together by covenant in the faith and
fellowship of the Gospel, and exercising the various gifts given them by the Holy Spirit for the building up of the
church; that its primary duties are the reading and preaching of God’s Word, the right administration of Christ’s
ordinances, and the faithful exercise of discipline of its members; and that its only scriptural officers are Elders or
Pastors and Deacons, whose qualifications and duties are defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus. While both
men and women are gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor/elder/overseer is limited to men as qualified
by Scripture.
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Concerning Baptism

We believe that Baptism is an ordinance of the Lord Jesus Christ, while not containing any saving power, is
obligatory upon every believer, wherein he is baptized in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit; that it is to be done by immersion symbolizing our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior, and our
death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that its only proper subjects are those who profess repentance towards
God, and faith in and obedience to the Lord Jesus.

~ X A3:13-17; 28:19-20; = /L-21:9-11; /L4 3:21-22; I~ 13:23; fE1E2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; 7—<6:3-5; T2 12:12.
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Concerning the Lord’s Supper

We believe that the Lord’s Supper is an ordinance of the Lord Jesus Christ, to be observed by his churches until the
end of the world; that it is to be observed by the eating of bread and the drinking of the cup; and that it is in no sense
a sacrifice, but is designed to commemorate His death, to confirm the faith and other graces of Christians, and to be
a bond, pledge, and renewal of their communion with Him, and of their church fellowship.
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Concerning Liberty of Conscience

We believe that God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it free from the doctrines and commandments
of men, which are in anything contrary to His word, or not contained in it. We also believe that Civil Government is
of Divine appointment, for the interests and good order of human society; and that government officials and law
officials are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored, and obeyed, except only in things opposed to the will of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Prince of the Kings of the Earth.
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Concerning the Resurrection and the World To Come

We believe in the personal, bodily, and glorious return of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that Christ’s return has a vital
bearing on the personal life and service of the believer. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead and that
Jesus will judge the living and the dead: of the believer to everlasting blessedness and joy with their Lord, and the
unbeliever to eternal punishment and eternal destruction.
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Concerning Evangelism And Missions

We believe it is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus Christ to
endeavor to make disciples of all nations. The new birth of man’s spirit by God’s Holy Spirit means the birth of love
for others. Missionary effort on the part of all rests thus upon a spiritual necessity of the regenerate life, and is
expressly and repeatedly commanded in the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ has commanded the
preaching of the gospel to all nations.
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Concerning Cooperation

We believe that Christ’s people should, as occasion requires, organize such associations, networks, and conventions
as may best secure cooperation for the great objects of the Kingdom of God. Members of New Testament churches
should cooperate with one another in carrying forward the missionary, educational, and benevolent ministries for the
extension of Christ’s Kingdom. Christian unity in the New Testament sense is spiritual harmony and voluntary
cooperation for common ends by various groups of Christ’s people. Cooperation is desirable between the various
Christian denominations when the end to be attained is itself justified and when such cooperation involves no
violation of conscience or compromise of loyalty to Christ and His Word as revealed in the New Testament.
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	Concerning God 
	There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other perfections. God is a most pure spirit without body, parts, or passions. God is immutable, immense, eternal, and incomprehensible.  God is all-powerful and all-knowing, and His perfect knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and future, including the future decisions of His free creatures. His Sovereign rule is not limited to a particular time, space, or people. To Him, we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of Himself; and is alone in and unto Himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which He has made, nor deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting His own glory in, by, unto, and upon them; He is the alone foundation of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom, are all things.  The eternal triune God 

